Longford Slashers Senior Club Notes 13/08/2007

Fixtures

Intermediate Football Championship 2007

Longford Slashers V St. Columbas

Sunday 19 Aug @1pm in the Laurels

Results
Senior Championship Quarter Final
Longford Slashers 1-11 Abbeylara 1-08
We progress to the senior championship semi final after overcoming Abbeylara in a hard, physical game played in wet and slippery conditions last Saturday evening.  Abbey made the best start and were awarded a contentious penalty in the first few minutes.  Ronan Duffy saved brilliantly but over fussy referee, Derek Fahy, had it retaken.  This time it was kicked wide.  We gradually took control of the game with so great fielding by David Sheridan in midfield.  We played some great football during this time and were unlucky not to be further ahead. The game then swung the other way and it wasn’t long before the ball was in the Slashers net.  A  Ronan Duffy clearance was blocked and Niall Sheridan got his fist to the loose ball to claim the goal.  We replied with a couple of good points but Abbey completely took control at midfield and we were fortunate to be only one point down at half time.
Abbeylara continued their middle of the park dominance at the start of the second half but Slashers gradually began to gain a foothold around the middle of the park mainly due to outstanding work from Dominic Glennon, who lined out at centre forward but was now playing around the middle of the park.  This change in the balance of the game was complete when a sweeping move involving Paul Kelly, Dermot Brady and Stephen Phillips saw Trevor Glendenning palm the ball to the net to re-establish Slashers lead.  Abbeylara reduced the lead to two points on two occasions but the accuracy of Mark Smith from frees ensured we stayed ahead.  We coped well with a couple of high balls into our square in the last few minutes to hold on for a well deserved victory.
Mossie O’Rourke had a good hour on Niall Sheridan and denied him any decent possession. Garrett Ghee had another good game and substitute James Brady tidied well after his introduction.  Midfield struggled for long periods and there is no doubt Dominic Glennon’s performance in the second half had a major influence on the outcome.  Up front Stephen Phillips was another contender for man of the match and has now recaptured his scintillating form of last year.  He was the hub of all our good attacking play and every time he won the ball the Abbey defence couldn’t cope.  Mark Smith was another who had a brilliant hour.  His general play was excellent but his free taking was magnificent.  Everything from 55 yards in was dispatched over the bar.  Man of the match was the outstanding Dermot Brady.  No other player had a greater influence on the game, whether it was charging forward with the ball or making a defensive cover tackle on the opposite side of the field.  
There are still major areas that we need to work on but if we keep winning it is hard to complain.

Team: R. Duffy, P. Brady, M. O’Rourke, G. Ghee, D. Brady, M. Brady, D. Mannion, D. Sheridan, B. Gilleran, B. Farrell, D. Glennon, T. Glendenning M. Smith, S. Phillips, P. Kelly  Subs used: N. Mulligan and E.P. Nolan
Training

Training continues as usual.  For full details contact your team manger.

Anyone who would like to have information included in the club notes should email it to longfordslashers@gmail.com  .Anyone wishing to receive the club notes (and other club information) by email should notify me at the above email address.
