Longford Slashers Club Notes 01/09/2008
Fixtures

Senior Championship Semi Final
Slashers V Abbeylara in Pearse Park on Saturday 6 September at 6pm

Slashers take on Abbeylara in the senior championship semi final next Saturday 6 Sept.  This promises to be a cracker with the teams having played twice this year and with one victory each.  Slashers played Abbeylara in the first round of the championship and had a surprise runaway victory.  Abbeylara gained revenge in the Leader Cup when they picked Slashers apart leading 1-9 to 0-2 at half time. They took the foot off the gas in the second half to allow Slashers to salvage some pride and to only lose by four points. Both teams lost in the Leader Cup at the weekend showing that their concentration is on the championship.  This should be a great game and supporters and friends are asked to turn out in big numbers to support the team.

 

Note
Both teams lost in the Leader Cup at the weekend showing how stupid it is to fix a Leader Cup game the weekend before a Championship match.  It demeans the Leader Cup.  Would the County board fix a senior league game the week before the County team plays in the Championship - I think not!

Results

Minor Championship Quarter Final Sat 30 August at 5pm

Slashers 1-8 Northern Gaels 4-12

Our Minors suffered a comprehensive defeat in the Minor Championship.   They gave it their best but they were up against a very strong Northern Gaels team who could go the whole way.
Leader Cup Division 1
Longford Slashers 0-7 Sean Connolly’s 1-8
Sean Connolly’s emerged deserving winners in this well contested game played under lights  in Michael Fay Park last Friday night.  Slashers fielded an experimental team, giving a number of fringe players a chance to stake their claim to a championship starting position.  A number of players were rested or tried in different positions and the team management will not have learned too much from this outing. It is difficult to focus on a league match with a championship semi final the next weekend (Abbeylara also suffered defeat to Ardagh).

Connolly’s played strong football, getting as many men behind the ball as possible and then breaking quickly.  This packed defence worked well as our forwards struggled to make an impact against the blanket defence.  At the end Slashers reduced the lead to 2 points and were putting pressure on the Connolly’s goals but they coped well and broke a number of times to register the game winning scores.  

This was a very poor performance but will be quickly forgotten it we get the right result next weekend. Team: P. McKeon, C. Barnes, G. Ghee, D. Mannion, D. Brady, T. O’Rourke, B. Farrell, P. Brady, D. Sheridan, M. Smith, B. Gilleran, M. Tarmey, T. Glendenning, C. Smith, S. Phillips.  Subs: C. McGurran, S. Campbell.
Niall Mellon Township Trust Fundraiser
Club member, Gerry Meeneghan, is travelling to South Africa next March to participate in this important venture.  This is a charity that is making a real difference on the ground where it counts.  To raise funds Gerry is holding a race night in the Longford Greyhound Stadium on Friday night 12th Sept.  The first race is starting at 8pm.  All our members and friends are asked to support Gerry. Tickets for the night can be bought at €10, dogs can be sponsored for €25 and a race can be sponsored for €100.  All other donations would be gratefully accepted.  Please contact any of the organising committee of Gerry Meeneghan, Liam Eivers, Billy McDermott, Michael O’Brien or Pat Chapman.  

So far Gerry is getting a great response with people contacting him directly to support him.

Website

The club website is relaunched at www.longfordslashers.com.  If you have any photographs or news you want included email to Longfordslashers@gmail.com
