Longford Slashers Club Notes 25/08/2008
Fixtures

Division 1

Slashers V Sean Connolly’s in Michael Fay Park on Friday 29 August at 8pm

Minor Championship Quarter Final
Slashers V Northern Gaels in Pearse Park on Sat 30 August at 5pm

Our Minors are playing the quarter final of the championship in Pearse Park next Saturday at 5pm.  They take on a strong Northern Gaels team but we have a strong minor team this year and hopefully they can get a good run.  We need a big turnout of supporters to give the team a lift on the day – so please make every effort to be there.
Senior Championship Quarter Final

Longford Slashers 0-11 Clonguish 1-7
Our senior team are through to the semi final of the Championship thanks to a performance of real substance last Saturday night.  The game was played in extremely wet conditions and was littered with errors from both teams.  However, this did not take away from the excitement and a one point victory tells the story of how close a game this really was.

Clonguish, backed by a noticeable breeze, set the early pace and goaled following a defensive error. They stretched the lead to 1-04 to 0-1 after 15 minutes and Slashers struggled to get the ball out of their half during this period.  Gradually Slashers got a foot hold in the game, and while we never looked like taking control we began to hold our own around the park.  At half time the score was 1-05 to 0-3.  
On the resumption Clonguish scored the first point but this was to be there last until the second last minute of the game.  Slashers took control and aided by the breeze started to play more direct ball into the forwards.  This paid dividends and gradually we started to reduce the lead. Frees from Mark Smith and three excellent points from Adrian Murphy put us level.  Mark Smith scored two more to put us two ahead with only two minutes left.  Clonguish pegged us back to one and we held out for a great victory.

This was real championship football, played at great pace and in a great spirit. Both teams showed great commitment and either team could have won. 
I must give credit (as I am quick to criticise) to referee, Stephen ‘Rocky’ Tierney, who had a tough task due to the conditions, and did a great job letting the play flow when possible.

This was a great victory and a great team performance. All over the field players stood up to be counted when the going got tough. This is what is required to win a championship.  It is important to use this performance as a benchmark and to improve on this performance next time out.  As the saying goes ‘nothing is won yet’.

Team: G. Hourican, C. Barnes, D. Glennon, G. Ghee, P. Brady, M. Brady, D. Brady, I. Shannon, D. Sheridan, M. Smith, B. Gilleran, A. Murphy, T. Glendenning, P. Dobson, S. Phillips.  Subs: D. Mannion for M. Brady (inj), C. Smith for P. Dobson.
Niall Mellon Township Trust Fundraiser
Club member, Gerry Meeneghan, is travelling to South Africa next March to participate in this important venture.  This is a charity that is making a real difference on the ground where it counts.  To raise funds Gerry is holding a race night in the Longford Greyhound Stadium on Friday night 12th Sept.  The first race is starting at 8pm.  All our members and friends are asked to support Gerry. Tickets for the night can be bought at €10, dogs can be sponsored for €25 and a race can be sponsored for €100.  All other donations would be gratefully accepted.  Please contact any of the organising committee of Gerry Meeneghan, Liam Eivers, Billy McDermott, Michael O’Brien or Pat Chapman.
Club Meeting

The next club meeting is on Thursday 28 August.   All members are asked to attend.
Website

The club website is relaunched at www.longfordslashers.com.  If you have any photographs or news you want included email to Longfordslashers@gmail.com
